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A Study on Global History of Archery: Illustration on Two Types of Composite

Horn Bow Excavated from Archaeological Sites along Silk Road
YUN Yan', CHEN Yushi’, HAO Qin’
(1.School of P.E., Sichuan Univ., Chengdu 610065, China;
2.School of History &. Culture, Sichuan Univ., Chengdu 610065, China
3.History & Culture Dept., Chendu Sports Univ., Chendu 610041, China)

Abstract; Through literature and archeologist study, the basic training principles of archery and the making of two tradi-
tional arches unearthed in Xinjiang Province were analyzed. It was seen that based on the horseback riding tradition, the
worship of beasts and the taking capraibex horns, the “crimped siyah” of Assyria horn-bow, Scythians invented the ser-
pentine type composite bow. The long-siyah composite bow with plug technology with broad limb and slightly concave grip
came from the Parthian Empire in about second century B.C. Along with the prosperity of the Silk Road, the different na-
tionalities throughout the Eurasian Continent reproduced such type of composite bow based on the effective and efficient
communication via the Silk Road. The Chinese civilization endowed the most important cultural meaning to the composite
bow, and made the bow more than a weapon.

Key words: sports history; global history;archery; bow; reinforced angle wood bending composite bow; Silk Road
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